
  

 

 

GWA Update 11th September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carer 

I am writing as we near the end of our first full week of lessons – and it’s been absolutely fantastic to be see the school up 
and running so successfully. Thank you to everyone who has helped prepare students for their return. They’ve adapted well 
to our new arrangements and are settling back into the “GWA way” very encouragingly. Here are a few specifics, and some 
reminders of upcoming events. 

1.    Teaching and Learning 

I deliberately start with this, as fundamentally that’s why we’re open again – so that students can enjoy learning, and 
staff enjoy teaching them. I have visited dozens of lessons this week and have been very impressed with what I’ve seen 
– students on task, engaged, contributing, and staff ensuring that we return them quickly to good learning habits. We 
will continue to challenge and stretch students, particularly as we move beyond a stage of settling them back into 
school. You should find home learning starting to take place; this is being set via Teams, not Bromcom/MCAS as 
previously. Parental access is coming … see “IT” below! A full ‘Teaching and Learning’ update will also follow next week, 
including our strategy for ensuring students at GWA stay ahead in their learning, catching up where needed. 

2.     Staying safe 

Within school things are going well in terms of keeping as safe as we can be. I’d like to commend the students for 
understanding and using our new zones so effectively, making hand sanitisation on entering rooms a habit, and 
avoiding contact with each other, even at break time. I’d also like to thank everyone for your understanding over the 
new arrangements for year 8 to depart along the main pavement – this has made a massive difference to preventing 
bubbles mixing after school, and will stay in place for the time being. I’d like to emphasise that whilst a very small 
number of students have had family members take Covid tests since term began, none have been positive to date. We 
strongly hope this stays the case! Rest assured we would let you know of any situations which affect groups of 
students. 

Travel to and from school is a different safety issue. It’s great to see so many students walking and cycling, most very 
safely. We know that it’s busy and that this is compounded by the pavement which is currently closed opposite the 
crossing, something we are talking with the developers about. Please do remind students to take care, especially when 
crossing roads and entrances. All cyclists must also wear a helmet – we’re almost there with that now, but will be in 
touch with some families where it is a persistent issue. 

 

3.     Attendance 

This has been excellent, still well over 97% (the school target is 96% i.e. 1 person per tutor group absent each day, on 
average). Please do only keep students away if they meet one of the four Covid criteria circulated earlier in the week, 
or have another illness that makes it impossible to attend. The fact that our attendance is so strong is helping 
immensely in getting students back into positive, consistent learning – thank you. 

4.     IT 

As well as ensuring we were Covid-ready the school IT systems were completed updated over the summer, no small 
task even in normal times! There were good reasons for the update, one being that we need to be ready to use remote 
learning even more effectively than before, if that ever proves necessary. As with all such system changes there have 
been a few ‘blips’, particularly over some individual student devices and in organising parental access to homework. 
These are being addressed and we are very nearly in an ‘everything running as normal’ situation. We will be in touch 
about parental access to homework assignments next week. 

5.     Welcome evenings for new parents 

A reminder to year 12 and year 7 parents that we are hosting virtual welcome evenings on Tuesday and Wednesday 
next week. If you’ve signed up (and loads of you have, thank you!) you will be sent a link to join the meeting; if you’ve 
not yet signed up it’s not too late, please refer to the email sent to you earlier in the week or just contact us. 

6.    Parents’ Evenings 

There are two parents’ evenings scheduled for later this term, one for Year 13 to reflect on mock exams completed in 
the summer and the way students have built on those at the start of this vital year, and one for year 7 parents to meet 
tutors. These are both likely to need to run virtually – details will follow. Evenings for other year groups take place 
throughout the year. 
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7.     Open Events for Year 6 parents 

It is worth everyone being aware that we cannot run our standard open evenings, for obvious reasons; we’re not yet 
certain how the ‘Rule of Six’ may affect running smaller touring events that we had been planning. For now we are 
updating all our online materials (students may have seen some filming in school yesterday for this purpose) and these 
will be added to our website by Thursday next week, the first original Open Evening date. Whilst we fully anticipate 
again being full and with a long waiting list it is our parents and students who are our biggest advocates in the 
community – do please encourage those you know with year 6 children to have a look at the website (https://
www.gwacademy.co.uk/joining-us/admissions) and get in touch if they have questions. 

 

And finally … enrichment, good news! 

As hoped for, we believe we can safely start enrichment activities soon, suitably bubbled. The opportunities to be active, 
creative, and develop wider skills are fundamental to what we believe in at GWA, and thanks to Miss Woolford working 
wonders with a timetabling arrangement we are planning to start these from Monday October 5th. Please note this is still 
not 100% certain, guidance is still changing all the time. Details will follow shortly, and we hope students will be excited to 
be able to engage in the range of activities on offer. 

 

Thank you again for all your support. Have a great weekend. 

 

Graham Davis 

Principal 
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