
  

 

 

GWA Update 20th November  

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Update 20th November 2020 – includes some really exciting news, read on! 

 

Some exciting news below, but let’s start with some really impressive student (and staff) work. As you know we 
try to give our students the broadest opportunities that we can, and despite enrichment and some other activities 
being temporarily paused we continue to run many events and competitions. This week has seen students take 
part in Swindon-wide cross country, for example (cleverly worked so that students ‘race’ against others but within 
their own schools), the ongoing Science essay competition and the launch of the GWA Bake-off. During October 
we ran our “Inktober” challenge and this produced some amazing entries, so please have a look at the 
attachment for a summary of some of this. Thanks to Miss Watts and the ADT team for making this happen and 
to all the students and staff who took the opportunity to get involved. 

 

This week’s really exciting news is that today a planning application has been submitted to convert part of our 
grass playing area into an all-weather surface. If we can do this it will be brilliant, for all sorts of reasons: 

• More opportunities for students in school – the grass pitches can be unplayable during the winter and have 
developed cracks in the summer. These would allow PE lessons and enrichment activities to take place year-
round. 

• More enrichment opportunities – space for sport-based enrichment, which is always popular, is limited, and 
this will give us more scope to continue to provide a wide range, especially as the school grows 

• More opportunities for the local community – the facility would be available for hire to local groups from 5pm 
most days and at weekends … great for those groups, and generating some income for the school which will 
benefit all of our students 

• Impressively, due to the work of one of our governors, Andy Hamer, this is coming to the school basically 
free of charge due to Andy establishing that there was some left over money from the original building project 
and securing that for us. We may need to fundraise and contribute to some new equipment in due course, and 
we will be in touch with all our parents about that once we know more. 

 

I hope you would agree this is another fantastic step for GWA. The best case scenario is that the planning and 
construction process go smoothly and the surface will be ready early in the next academic year. Whenever it 
arrives, we will make best use of it. 

 

Our first Successful Lives Day of the academic year is next Friday, 27th November. For those new to GWA there 
are three days each year where we collapse the normal timetable to focus on aspects which contribute to leading 
wholesome and successful lives, such as PSHE topics, careers work, and our Enterprise Skills. Next week’s 
sessions are: 

• Year 7, “Smoothie Day”, a focus on team working and presentation skills, with tutor groups working together 
to design and produce a new smoothie drink. 

• Year 8, “Me, My Mental Health and the Media”, focusing on use of social media and related aspects that may 
affect our mental well-being 

• Year 9 will focus on risk and substance misuse, and on relationships and sex education; more details of this 
will follow to year 9 parents next week 

• Sixth Form have half a day on Careers and Skills, half a day on relationships and sex education 

These very important issues are delivered in age-appropriate ways to help ensure our students are full aware of 
what they need to do to stay safe and healthy. A big thank you is due to Miss Ryan, Head of PSHE, for her work 
in putting this day together. 

 

A few other updates for you: 

• Children in Need – our final total was £1320.50, a new GWA record, which is fantastic, particularly in the 
current climate. Thank you to all who donated. 

• Thanks to Year 12 Parents for the excellent feedback to tutors about the way students in year 12 have 
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have started their studies at GWA. Our applications for Year 12 next year keep coming, and we’re meeting 
some great year 11 students (virtually) … do encourage anyone else you know to join the 70+ who have already 
applied. 

• First reports of this academic year for year 8, 9 and 13 students will be with you by the end of next week; 
Year 9 parents will have details of a follow-up Parents’ Evening, leading into their GCSE options process which will 
follow in the new year. Year 8 Parents’ Evening is scheduled to take place just after February half term. 

It’s important you are aware that the cycle path on the North side of William Morris Way will be closed 
again due to work on the new housing there, making the crossing lights redundant. The developers are 
supporting us by supplying a supervised crossing point at the end of Mackmurdo Avenue instead, and we 
will have staff present to ensure our students use this safely. This arrangement starts this afternoon, for 
the coming week. Can I also take this opportunity to ask that every cyclist has bike lights, again to 
ensure safe journeys. 

 

Almost no mention of Covid this week! Fingers crossed we can keep that the case, thanks as always for all your 
support, and have an excellent weekend. 

 

Graham Davis 

Principal 


