
  

 

 

GWA Update 13th November  

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Update 13th November 2020 

 

It’s great to be able to start this week’s update with two bits of really positive news: 

• Literacy Festival Winners 

Every secondary school in Swindon is able to one student’s work into four competitions as part of this week’s 
Swindon Youth Literacy Festival. These are judged anonymously and, from around 12 entrants in each category, 
GWA gained two 1st places, a 2nd and a 3rd. Wow! Well done to Isla and Eleni as winners (Eleni is making a habit of 
this!) and to Jacob and Aflie for their 2nd and 3rd places. More details of events for the festival, and other updates, 
are in the attached Library Newsletter from Mrs Oakes. 

Children in Need 

GWA has a reputation for ‘over-achieving’ in terms of raising money for charity, usually being right up there 
nationally for the amount raised per student. Today, despite necessarily having fewer whole school activities, looks 
like being no exception. Thanks to enthusiastic participation in non-uniform day and in the Duck Race, counting 
online donations and cash received this morning we’ve already raised over £1300 – THANK YOU! It’s not too late 
to donate via ParentPay - here’s the link if you’d like to donate now: CiN ParentPay link. 

 

I’d also like to note the very positive comments received about the Remembrance installation on The Stray which students 
contributed to. Together with some moving assemblies and a very well-observed 2 minutes silence at 11am on Wednesday 
I hope we have again prompted students to think carefully about conflict and its effect on individuals and families.  

 

Also on an upbeat note, applications to join our Sixth Form next year are already into the sixties; closing date to apply is 18th 
December, but earlier applicants will receive earlier (virtual) meetings to discuss and progress their application, so if you 
know any Year 11s who are interested in studying at the most personalised Sixth Form in the area please do direct them to 
the website: www.gwacademy.co.uk/sixth-form. 

 
So I deliberately leave Covid until last. I’m pleased to report that the new arrangements for self-study one night each week 
have started well. Can I remind you all that optional self-study is available on any day you feel it would be useful, no 
booking needed. We take registers but leave it between you and your child(ren) to arrange to be there; if there is ever a 
need for us to ensure a student stays please let us know and we will help to do that.  

 
I think it’s also important that you know that although some students (and two staff) have had to self-isolate due to contact 
with someone who has tested positive we are still, at time of writing, yet to have a positive test in anyone directly within 
the school community. I am keeping fingers crossed! We are ready if and when that happens – further details of remote 
learning and more, if you’d like to be fully prepared, are on the Covid page of our website here. 

 
Have as good a locked-down weekend as you can. 

 
Best wishes 

 

 
Graham Davis 

Principal 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=1312
http://www.gwacademy.co.uk/sixth-form
https://www.gwacademy.co.uk/school-information/covid-19


GWA Library Newsletter                                           

Welcome to the 2nd Edition – November 20        

 

Swindon Youth Festival of Literature 
We had a great number of entries to the creative writing and poetry 
competitions. Superheroes, time travel, spies, ghosts, and computer 
hackers were some of the interpretations of the creative writing image. 
We also had some wonderful entries dealing with the difficult subjects of 
depression and anxiety. Well done to everyone who entered, we clearly 
have some very talented writers and poets at GWA. 

These entries were chosen to represent GWA across the 13 secondary 
schools of Swindon. I am really pleased to announce all our entries won a 
prize. GWA was the only school to achieve this. Eleni has won twice in a 
row so we retain the creative writing trophy for another year. 

 

 

 

 

As it was so incredibly difficult to narrow down the entries to just one in 
each category, we have also created the ‘Library Award’ for our best 
runners-up.        Year 7/8 – Lauren Ward            Year 9 – Molly Winchurst 

 

The following tutor group 
are currently in the lead on 
Accelerated Reader quiz 
points.  

Year 7 – 7P1 

Year 8 – 8P1 

Year 9 – 9S2 

Most pupils quizzing in a 
tutor group  -  7A2 

Keep remembering to quiz 
on your books after you 
have read them. Every 
point counts for your tutor 
group. 

Books of the Month 

Year 7/8 – Becoming Jo 

 

Year 9 -  Clockwork Angel 

Shadow Hunters Series 

Cassandra Clare 

 

 

Poetry Competition – judged by performance poet Ash Dickenson 

Year7/8 entry – Jacob Watson – 7S1             Year 9-11 entry – Alfie Wheeler – 9P1 
2nd Place                                                              3rd Place 
 

Creative writing – judged by author Alexander Gordon Smith 

Year 7/8 – Isla Clark – 8A2                                Year 9-11 – Eleni Gaisford – 9P2 
1st Place                                                                1st Place 
 

Focus on – History 

A library pick to support the current topics in history 

Year 7                                         Year 8                                             Year 9 

Horrible Histories                     Ring of Roses                              War Horse 
Measly Middle Ages                Mary Hooper                               Michael Morpurgo 
Terry Deary 
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