
  

 

 

GWA Update 6th November – includes  
important news about Enrichment  

Dear Parents and Students  
  
Firstly, just to say that students have returned after half term very positively. Whatever we may think of the current local 
and national situation, fundamentally we are here to provide the very best that we can in the circumstances and it’s great 
to see students responding to that. I’m delighted that we’ve been able to contribute to the marking of Remembrance 
locally with an Art-based installation near The Stray in Tadpole – it’s excellent, do go to take a look on your socially 
distanced walk if you get the chance. We are also all looking forward to the Swindon Youth Festival of Literature next week; 
usually this is a great selection of face-to-face events with authors and poets, and whilst this year that will all be on-line 
students should get a really positive experience from that during their English lessons next week. And it’s Children in Need 
next Friday, non-uniform day, payment possible on ParentPay this year – details will follow next week. 

The rest of this update has to focus on the impact of the national lockdown and what it means for enrichment in particular. 
As we know, enrichment is an integral part of the education we provide at GWA. However, it is the time of the school day 
that is most ‘mixed’ in terms of students working with those in their bubble that they may not have mixed with earlier in 
the day, and is also the hardest part of the day for us to cover if staff are absent; so far we have two staff who have to self-
isolate (not from positive tests of their own, I hasten to add) and I think we’ve been lucky it’s not yet been more. On top of 
this, Government guidance issued to schools on Wednesday indicated that provision of non-essential activities at the end of 
the school day should be reviewed. We have therefore taken the reluctant decision that for a limited time: 

• Compulsory Enrichment will be limited to self-study sessions only – Year 8 on a Monday, Year 7 on Tuesday, and    
        Year 9 on Wednesday 

Retaining self-study for all is ‘safe’ in that it is completed in tutor groups, so does not increase mixing. It also encourages 
good study habits and allows students to complete homework. Running self study for one year group each night also 
staggers the exit of students from the school on those nights, meaning that the numbers on pavements into Tadpole are 
reduced and there is less potential for mixing of year groups 

• All other Enrichment activities will stop from Monday 8th November until at least the week  beginning Monday 7th  
        December. 
        The restart of enrichment will be reviewed according to the local and national situation at the start of December. 

• Optional self-study sessions will run Monday to Thursday to allow any student to stay until 4.15 if preferred. 

These will run in year group bubbles. Attendance is optional and whilst we will obviously register students who stay we       
are not asking parents to sign up for this. It will be up to parents and their sons and daughters to agree on a daily basis 
whether they are staying or not; we are prepared to manage as many or as few as we need to each day. 

We hope this is a sensible, pragmatic response which continues to minimise risk to students and staff given the current 
increased restrictions, but allows the focus on academic study to remain. Obviously we want all the fantastic opportunities 
which enrichment brings to restart as soon as we can, but we have to act on the risks involved and the guidance we are 
bound by.  

To be very clear, school will therefore finish at 3.10pm every day until at least Friday 4th December except for: 

• Monday, Year 8 finish at 4.15pm 

• Tuesday, Year 7 finish at 4.15pm 

• Wednesday, Year 9 finish at 4.15pm 

• Students who choose to stay in a bubbled self-study session on other days, which will finish at 4.15pm 

Finally in relation to this we have emphasised to students that lockdown rules mean they cannot gather in groups bigger 
than 2 on their way to and from school. Whilst this is practically very challenging immediately outside school, there is 
certainly no need for groups to be seen together near Sainsburys or in local parks, and we’d be grateful if you can reinforce 
this. 

As is always the case we will continually review our provision to ensure students and staff are as safe as possible, and able 
to continue learning. Thank you as ever for your support – attendance remains really strong, and the positive comments we 
receive about how we are managing this difficult situation and how we communicate about it are much appreciated. 

Have a safe and happy weekend. 

Graham Davis, Principal 


